DIVI 5 QUICK-START
CHECKLIST

The practical order we use to take a new Divi site from blank page to
launch-ready.

1. Before you install Divi

Use reliable WordPress hosting with a current PHP version, HTTPS and daily backups.
Create a staging site so the build is not visible to customers or search engines.
Write down the site's main goal: enquiry, booking, sale, download or phone call.

Prepare the logo, brand colours, typefaces and the content for the key pages.

O O o o O

Take a full backup before changing an existing Divi 4 website.

2. Set the foundations

Install Divi from your Elegant Themes account and connect the API key for updates.

Set global colours and fonts before styling individual modules.

O

U

0 Create global header and footer templates in Theme Builder.

. Set the WordPress permalink structure and confirm the preferred domain version.
U

Install only the plugins the project genuinely needs.

3. Build the page structure

Create Home, About, Services or Products, Contact, Privacy and any required legal pages.

Use one clear H1 heading on each page and keep the heading order logical.

O

O

0 Put the main call to action near the top, after key proof and at the end of the page.
O Build reusable sections for testimonials, FAQs, trust points and calls to action.

O

Check every button and form on both desktop and mobile.
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4. Speed and mobile checks

Resize large images and use WebP or AVIF where practical.
Use Divi's built-in performance options before adding another optimisation plugin.
Check the mobile menu, spacing, line lengths and tap-target sizes on a real phone.

Avoid autoplay video, unnecessary animation and oversized background images above the fold.

o o o o o

Test the finished pages with PageSpeed Insights and fix the largest problems first.

5. Search and tracking

Write a unique page title and description for every page that should appear in Google.
Add descriptive image alt text where the image adds meaning.

O
O
o Link related pages together using useful, natural anchor text.
O Connect Google Analytics and Google Search Console.

O

Check canonical tags, sitemap entries and index settings before launch.

6. Final launch check

Remove maintenance mode and any staging noindex setting.
Submit the sitemap in Google Search Console.

Test forms and emails using an address outside your own domain.
Check the site in Chrome, Safari and Edge at common screen sizes.

Take a fresh backup and schedule monthly software and content checks.

O O o o O

NICADA TIP: Global styles and reusable sections save more time than any collection of one-off design
tricks. Set them first and keep the build consistent.

More free Divi guides: nicadadigital.com/web-design-and-marketing-help-guides/

Affiliate disclosure: Nicada Digital may receive a commission if you buy Divi through links in our online guides. This checklist
contains no affiliate links.
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